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Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, January 21–27
Lectionary 3

firST readinG: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

A reading from Jonah.

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 
2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, 
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 
3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. 
Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 
4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. 
And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5And the people of Nineveh believed God; 
they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity 
that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

pSalmody: psalm 62:5-12

Second readinG: 1 corinthians 7:29-31

A reading from First Corinthians.

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; 
from now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 
30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, 
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 
and those who buy as though they had no possessions,  ▶

First reading  Nineveh = NIN-uh-vuh
Today’s brief first and second readings have very different “sounds.” This first one requires the energy 
and animation of a good storyteller. Help the assembly hear the instructive voice of God as well as the 
exclamatory voice of the prophet Jonah. A significant pause will help set up the concluding verse, which 
should startle the ear: “God changed his mind . . . and he did not do it.”

second reading 
This reading requires the sound of earnest admonition. The reader will be helped by hearing the words 
addressed first to himself or herself. The author is really saying, “Live as though there is no tomorrow.” Keep 
focused on the coming of the kingdom of God.
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31and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. 
For the present form of this world is passing away.

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

GoSpel: mark 1:14-20

The holy gospel according to Mark.

14Now after John was arrested, 
Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news.”

16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—
for they were fishermen. 
17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19As he went a little farther, 
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
who were in their boat mending the nets. 
20Immediately he called them; 
and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.

gospel  Zebedee = ZEB-uh-dee
The gospel contains two different stories. A substantial pause between the two paragraphs will help the 
hearers differentiate between them and provide a sense of the passage of time. Because the accounts are 
very familiar, the reader will want to work at capturing a sense of surprise and wonder at the immediacy of 
the disciples’ response to Jesus’ invitation.
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