
197

First reading (acts)  Mesopotamia = mes-oh-poh-TAY-mee-uh Cappadocia = kap-uh-DOH-
shee-uh Phrygia = FRIJ-yuh Pamphylia = pam-FIL-yuh Cyrene = sy-REE-nuh
This reading provides two distinct and significant challenges for the reader. The most apparent is the list of 
less than familiar cities and regions. The other is the overwhelming noise that fills the entire house. The story 
demands more energy and volume than most. It will also be helped if the reader is so utterly confident in the 
pronunciations that the geographic sites can tumble out in something of an ecstatic rush. Also, note that the 
word prophesy in verse 17 is a verb and pronounced PROF-uh-sigh. The truly well prepared reader will have 
practiced long and hard.

easter

Day of Pentecost

firST readinG: acts 2:1-21
or ezekiel 37:1-14, following

A reading from Acts.

1When the day of Pentecost had come, 
┌

the apostles
┐

 were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. 
6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 

12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  ▶
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16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
  that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
 and your young men shall see visions,
  and your old men shall dream dreams.
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
   and they shall prophesy.
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above
  and signs on the earth below,
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness
  and the moon to blood,
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

or: ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from Ezekiel.

1The hand of the Lord came upon me, 
and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; 
it was full of bones. 
2He led me all around them; 
there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 
I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 

4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and you shall live; 
and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

First reading (ezekiel)  Ezekiel = eh-ZEE-kee-el prophesy = PROF-uh-sigh
The high drama, frightening sounds, and fantastic images of this account will be utterly and immediately lost 
if the reader fails to distinguish between the verb prophesy and the noun prophecy. It is the verb that is used 
here. Get that right, then let the reading rip!

day oF pentecost  
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7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; 
and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. 
9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 
we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: 
I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
13And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,
says the Lord.”

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

pSalmody: psalm 104:24-34, 35b
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Second readinG: romans 8:22-27
or acts 2:1-21, following

A reading from Romans.

22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
24For in hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? 
25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 
27And God, who searches the heart, 
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.

or: acts 2:1-21

A reading from Acts.

1When the day of Pentecost had come, 
┌

the apostles
┐

 were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven 
living in Jerusalem. 
6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.

second reading (roMans)
This little lesson describes how deeply we long for “thy kingdom come” and how the Spirit of God (whose 
presence and power we celebrate on the Day of Pentecost) shares that holy agony with us by interceding for 
us before the throne of God. There is a lot of unusual imagery packed into six short verses. The well prepared 
reader will spend some significant devotional time with the text in preparation for its reading.

second reading (acts)
See notes for the First Reading from Acts, p. 197.

day oF pentecost  
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7Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 

12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, 
for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
  that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
 and your young men shall see visions,
  and your old men shall dream dreams.
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
   and they shall prophesy.
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above
  and signs on the earth below,
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness
  and the moon to blood,
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

The word of the Lord. or Word of God, word of life.
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GoSpel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

The holy gospel according to John.

┌

Jesus said,
┐

26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, 
he will testify on my behalf. 
27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning.

16:4b“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, 
because I was with you. 
5But now I am going to him who sent me; 
yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 
6But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your hearts. 
7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: 
it is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send him to you. 
8And when he comes, 
he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9about sin, because they do not believe in me; 
10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father 
and you will see me no longer; 
11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

12“I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. 
13When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth; 
for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, 
and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
14He will glorify me, 
because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
15All that the Father has is mine. 
For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.

gospel
Remember the old King James phrase, “This is an hard saying”? This is that, and more. If the assembly is to 
have a hope of understanding the gospel in one hearing, the reader will have to invest some significant time 
in struggling with some of the reading’s complex phrasing. (Verses 8-11 are prime examples.)

day oF pentecost  
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